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THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE 
THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT 50 




4 f , OF the ESPIONAGE ACT 50 

T C.. 31 AND 32. AS AMENDED. ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION 
ITS CONTENTS IN ANT MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PRO- 
HIBITED BY LAW. REPRODUCTION OF THIS FORM IS PROHIBITED. 


THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION 



The first cooperatives were established with the aid of violence. Boring the five 
years between 1944 and 1949, however, there were no more than 500 cooperative farms 
operating scarcely more than five percent of Bulgaria's land. Only the Communists 
and small and landless peasants Joined. She middle Bulgarian peasant did not yield 
to tnreats imprisonment, and violence. As a result the Commute were not able 
to carry out the orders of their Moscow chiefs te collectivise the Bulgarian rural 

At the^end of I9L9 and at the beginning of 1950, however, propaganda and measures 
of Tiotoce were ivbenslf ied 0 Bose&s of Emilies wh© resisted the Oomixaists were 

!!?\!®v P 0 • 40 CaB5,s : Des P«e this the heroic spirit of the peasants was ■ 

210 broken &nd they regained outside th© c©©p@r&t*iT@® 0 

in . v the i probably became furious that the Bulgarian Communists, headed 

y ulk© QaerreupTo aad not succeeded in crashing the spirit of the Bulgarian 
farmer and Ms. lore for liberty and independence The repressive measures taken 
against him will he recorded by the history of humanity*, 

tv ^ e ?f glnn ! ng of 1950 the government issued decrees concerning the delivery of 
the total production of milk, wool, lambs, fowls, eggs, grapes, etc. There was 
also a decree ordering a ten-fold increase in taxes, and accordingly for one 
e gram 3 d 000 leva were demanded, for one decare of Industrial crops. 

5 f gX f ! r on ?J 8heep Is50 ° lew ° for ota hiTe tees g o000 leva, for one cow 

3, 00 leva, etc. It must also be recalled that deliveries were made to the govern- 

! tri !ri :5r f°f t: ' olled aad , lw prices, averaging 20 leva per kilogram of grain, 
SO leva for industrial crops, 260 leva for wool, % leva for milk, 500 leva for 
honey. At the same time the yields were 50 percent below the figures stated in 
the decrees, so that each farm family was taxed about 50,000 leva on its general 
income and together with all other taxes, direct and indirect, its tax burden came 
t® 120,000' leva, although average gross income was not more than 100,000 leva. 

The price of all industrial products, especially agricultural equipment, rose. A 
plow cost 20,000 leva, a plowshare 500 leva, wagon tires 400 leva a kilogram, 
construction timber 30,000 leva, nails 660 leva per kilogram, cotton yarn 4,000 
leva per kilogram, woolen cloth up to 8,000 leva per meter, etc. 


A decree was issued nullifying all back taxes and fines of those who would become 
cooperative members by the end of 195O0 
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Aaotoer decree was Issued which assigned crop quotas irrespective of whether 
©r riot the field# were planted and whether or not drou^itp hail, flood, etc 0 
might affect the crops. All farmers were assigned delivery quotas which vrere 
£&*£Z their ZtaA crop*. «.«..« 1 •*« -* » •.*«*« 1950 there 
wire wholesale fines, arrests, sentences, heatings, and imprisonments, Grain, 
fodder, and industrial and oleaginous crops had to he delivered to the govern- 
geht, and SO percent of the farmers did not even have enough seed left for 
planting# The farmers went from village to village and to other ofcoliyas a 
search of grain so that they could meet their quotas. In Slkhovo Okoliya, for 
5Sce, S of the 5*8.000 d.care. under cultivation. 63 S.OOO decare, were 
assigned quotas of SO kilograms per decare for grain, and 40 tllograms per 
decareofindustrial and oleaginous crops. Delivery was made of 28,000,000 
kilograms of grain, 2 , 500,000 kilograms of sunflowers; 300,000 kilograms of raw 
cotton; 600,000 kilograms of hemp fiber; all the grapes; 1 , 000,000 kilograms 
corn (with no allowances made for the drou#it that season); all the flax, sesame 
and other crops. Of animal products, over 200,000 kilograms of raw wool were 
delivered; 2 , 000,000 kilograms of milk; 30,000 lambs and 5 , 000,000 eggs, and 
the producers were left nothing. All the above items were shipped by rail to 
Jurga# and from there to the tJSSH* 

*o drive home what this means, the following figures indicating the needs of the 
producers themselves, should be studied; 


(1) She working population requires, for its own sustenance, 

4 *er 300 kilograms of grain per capita®, each year or 

( 2 ) Seed at the rate of 20 kilograms per decare for 398,000 
\vd«eares. , 


18 , 000,000 kg. 


7 , 980,000 kg. 


£ 3 ) feed for 120,000 sheep at the minimum rate of 30 
kilograms per head yearly 

(4) feed for 25,000 head of cattle, at a minimum yearly 
' lysate per head of 60 kilograms 

( 5 ) feed for at least 10,000 hogs at 200 kilograms each 

( 6 ) feed for poultry; at least 100,000 fowls receiving 
, 10 kilograms each 

total Requirement of grain of Ilkhovo Okoliya 

Quantity of drain Actually Left with the farmers 
Of Slkhovo Okoliya 


3 , 600,000 kg. 


1 , 500,000 kg. 


2 , 000,000 kg. 


— 1 , 000,000 kg. 

— , 34,000,000 kg. 


3,840,000 kg. 


Deficit of drain of Slkhovo Okoliya 


30,240,000 kg. 


Shoes unable to comply with the quotas were punished. In Slkhovo 0 ^ U r a °7® r *’°°° 
perions were arrested, over 400 were fined, and the total amount collected in fines 
tras h ver 8,000,000 leva. Altogether 20 persons were sent to concentration camps 
and^ to prisons. 


Parmer# 


(1) &!*&»# Shishmaaov, Tillage of Melnitaa. He delivered 12„000 kilograms 
Of Wheat to the State, and was fined 60,000 levas. He was arrested, 
his arm. tied behind him, end a sign placed on him proclaiming; I am 
an enemy of the people*. In this manner he was paraded through the 
whole village. 

( 2 ) Ivan Ilchev, city of Slkhovo, fined 10,000 leva, interned, and his 
Wbh^fimily banished from Vrachan. 
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(3) Khristo Yalamov, city of Elkhovo, fined 10,000 leva, 

(4) Zlatyu Miter, village of Zhdrebino, fined 3^*000 leva, sentenced 
^ to one year of imprisonment* 

(5) Ataaas Aygorov, village of Zhdrebino, 7° yea-rs old, fined 30,000 
leva, sentenced to one year of imprisonment* 

(6) Kolyu Mitev Astakov, village of Zhdrebino, fined 30,000 leva, sen- 
tenced to one year of imprisonment* 

(7) Kolyu Tonev Husev, village of Zhdrebino, fined 30,000 leva, sen- 
tenced to four months of imprisonment. 

(g) Vileko Aristov, village of Sidrebino, fined 20,000 leva* 

(9) Stoyan Z. Pendekov, village of Zhdrebino, fined 10,000 leva. 

(10) Tenyu Petrov, village of Zhdrebino, fined 10,000 leva. 

(11) Minyu Tonev, village of Zhdrebino, fined 10,000 leva. 

(12) Oeorgi Todorov Nedin, village of Zhdrebino, fined 30,000 leva. 

(13) fieorgi Petkov, village of Zhdrebino, fined 10,000 leva. 

; (l4) Aleksandur, village of Popovo, 20,000 leva* 

(15) Georgi Donkov, village of Popovo, 30,000 leva. 

(16) Petor Shutavkov, village of Popovo, 30,000 leva, as well as 

^ •• '• ^ and the deportation of his family to Yrachansko* 

v CiT) . - .'A&agaa Balaaotov, village of Popovo, 5»000 leva because as presi- 
' - the village soviet he did not make sufficient collections 

for thi government. He was replaced. 

(lg) ^ Delcho Andreev, village of Mamarchevo, 10,000 leva. 

(19) Khristo, teacher from the village of Bolyarovo, was fined three 
times, a total of 60,000 leva* 

(20) Huai Dimchev, fined six times, a total of 100,000 leva. 

(21) Stoyu Dzhenkov, fined 10,000 leva* 

(22) Ghervenakov, 10,000 leva, and sentenced to a year and a half 
inprisonment, in the Sliven prison. 

11. All sums owned by the government for the compulsory deliveries were kept in 
payment of taxes owed to the Bulgarian Rational Bank* Practically the whole 
population owed the bank for land, fines, etc., so that after the deliveries 
the peasants were left with neither grain nor money. 

12. Before the farmers had recovered from their desperation over the measures mentioned 
above, a new decree came out guaranteeing farmers who would Join cooperatives 
food, feed, and seeds, while those who refused to join or who operated more than 
seven decares, were excluded from any support, including loans from the Bulgarian 
national Bank. 

13. Threatened by starvation and violence, and only for this reason, the farmers 
joined the cooperatives en masse hoping that they would receive help from the 
State. Hence by the end of 1950 there were already over 1,700 cooperatives, 
embracing over 5^ percent of the land and of the farm families. In Blkhovo 
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Okoliya, from 25 cooperatives with 1,260 member#, operating 3^#000 decares 
or five percent of the land, the cooperatives grew until by the end of 1950 
there were of them, with more than 6,000 members managing 360,000 decares 
of land* 80,000 sheep, 10,000 head of cattle, i.e., over 60 percent of the 
land and farms in the okoliya. 

1*K However, immediately after their entry into the cooperatives a new decree was 

enacted demanding of each member 20 kilograms of grain per decare for seed, and 
15 kilograms of grain for each head of stock*, Those who were not able to comply 
with the decree, although they had turned ever all their worldly belongings to 
the cooperatives, were excluded from them and literally turned out on the street 
I like beggars. This represented about 20 percent of the cooperative members in 
the Ilkhovo Okoliya, who today are a miserable group of hungry, half-naked, and 
\ barefoot individuals, seeking occasional work so that they can keep body and 
soul together, 

15* The cooperatives have no credits to advance to their members, and even those who 
can work do not have the necessary tools and equipment with which to earn a 
livelihood, 

16, The results achieved during 195$ by the cooperatives, althou^i Ihese received 
generous backing from the State and cultivated the best soil, have been highly 
unsatisfactory and discouraging to the members of Bulgarian society. Tor 
example, in Ilkhovo Okoliya, the best record was achieved by the cooperative 

in )the village of Isgrev. A working day was compensated at the rate of *4-9 leva, 

5 Jcilograms of vegetables, one kilogram of rye, 0,5$$ kilograms of oats and 
parley, and O.*40O kilograms of sunflower seeds. Taking into consideration the 
market prices for these items, one may figure the work day at 189 leva, and 
since there are on the average 250 work days, the income of the cooperative 
may be considered *40,000 leva for the year. 

17. In the cooperative, for example, in the village of Voden, the work day was 

computed in money and kind at “J2 leva, the cooperative in the village of 
Lalkovo ' pe ^ voi^k day p the cooperative at the village of 

Karavelqvd* ’which had been a virtual breadbasket at 13** leva per work day, 
the cooperative in the village of Zhreblnc at 1*4-5 leva, while the cooperative 
in the village of Popovo concluded the year with a loss of 53- lav® per work day. 
These results discourage the cooperative members and produce daily quarrels 

and fights in the cooperative offices, on the streets, and in the fields. 

18* The administrative staff, the representatives, and the brigadiers of the 

cooperatives axe all thorough-going Communists who dispose of the land, stock, ! 
and tools of the cooperatives as if these were their private property* Tor 
example, at the cooperative in the village of Sharkovo it is a known fact that 
the administrative staff ate up 98 sheep during the winter. At the cooperative 
in the village of Strahdzha thfc administrative staff together tfce^££#*ldent, 
Prodan Bomuschiev, and the former president of the Okoliya soviet, Bimo Kostov, 
every day slau^iter sheep belonging to the cooperative and eat and drink lavishly 
at the cost of the cooperative, while at the same time the stock there is dying 
off for lack of feed. In the Sharkovo village cooperative 1,260 sheep died, out 
of a toial of 5*000, and at least 1,5$$ are sure to die* At the Popovo village 
cooperative, furthermore, out of 77 horses *4-2 died, and the rest are dying off 
gradually. 

19* , On 16 Tebruary 1951? a committee was formed consisting of a professor of 

veterinary medicine, Br. Bobrev, Okoliya veterinary, from the city of Ilkhovo? 

Dr* Aadrev, in charge of the veterinary clinic in the city of Ilkhovo? Br. Andreev, 
assistant professor of the Sofia University medical faculty? and a representative 
of the State Insurance Institute. 


20* The task of the above committee was to investigate the cooperatives. The first one 
whictei!^^ was the village of Sharkovo cooperative. The committee found 

that as a result of starvation and poor management all the sheep on the cooperative 
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to tailing 5,000, which had not received a single gram of fodder up to that 
time, were ill with the "Vlas 11 disease (Vlas means hair - perhaps a hair 
disorder is meant), as a result of which 683 sheep and 5&0 lambs had died 
between 1 January and l6 february 1951* 


21* At the cooperative in the village of Sitovo during the same period and for the 
same reasons, 400 sheep died, and an equal number could not be espected to sur- 
vive* The total number of sheep owned by the cooperative was 4,000. 

22* At the Popovo Ullage cooperative there were 77 horses, of which only three would 
be with foal by spring. 

23* Cooperatives both in the cities and in the villages were being used and exploited 
for the benefit of Party members and agitators* As an example, one may point to 
the SlkhoTO city workers * cooperative, which before 9 September 1944 had 27 
members* and today has 220. This cooperative came to the sad realisation that they 
ended 194s with a deficit of 24,000,000 leva, 1949 with a deficit of 42,000,000 
leva, and according to the president the year 195^ would end with an additional 
2P*Q00>0OO leva loss. These deficits are the result of both Inefficiency and the 
depredations of Party officials* 

2(4* fhe cooperative in the village of Srem before 1944 was held up as a model for 
others to follow* In 195^ it ended with a deficit of 1,024,00Q leva, 

2g* The cooperative in the village of Voden is headed by the well-known Communist, 
Ceorgi Pedin* He falsified the accounts, and used the materials intended for a 
Wine-pressing installation in the building of a two-story house in Voden for him- 
self* There was also a shortage of 10,000 liters of wine and 5,000 liters of 
ingredients for the making of raki. Consequently the cooperative completed the 
year with a 2*800,000 deficit. Instead of being imprisoned, Pedin was decorated 
. smsrdsA by the Praesidium of the national Assembly, carrying with 

: 1* ;a^ea{& biplument of 260,000 leva! All the cooperatives in the okoliya built 
with the people 8 s love and work are in such bad condition that they will be bank- 
* rtspt in a short time. 

26* The industrial combine of the Okoliya soviet in the city of Slkhovo takes in 24 
nationalised enterprises, four rolling mills, three creameries, three carding 
Installation*, a brick and ceramics factory, and so forth* When these factories 
were privately owned, they operated at a profit. At the present, however, the 
director of the combine reports that 1950 was ended with a deficit of about 
8,000,000 leva* 

27* The Bulgarian Agricultural Cooperative Bank used to be, the mainstay 6f the country* 
farmer. A part of its functions has been taken over by the so-called Investment 
Bank* and anotjaer by the Bulgarian National Bank© The Bulgarian National Bank is 
supposed to handle all private, cooperative, and public financing, and yet for thi« 
purpose it has assets amounting to only 80,000,000 leva. By contrast, the defunct 
Bulgarian Agricultural Cooperative Bank, at the time of its closing, had one 
account which itself amounted to 400 - 5^0 million leva© This figure is sufficient 
, to indicate that the activity of the Bulgarian Rational Bank is almost nil, and 
that it is in effect little else but a cashier for state funds. The ^Papular* 

Bank in the city of Slkhovo, after making paupers out of enterprises and business 
men, has been entirely inactive and faces liquidation. 


-end- 
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